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The New West End Synagogue Attains Grade I Listing 

As you no doubt know, in August, upon the recommendation of English 
Heritage, the Secretary of State at the Department for Culture, Media and 
Sport awarded the New West End Synagogue Grade I Listing. In addition to 
the architectural and historical reasons outlined in the letter (shown below) 
from the DCMS and the press release from English Heritage which form the 
basis for the upgrade, we were told by the Inspector that she was extremely 
impressed by the standard of upkeep and spotless cleanliness of 
the Synagogue. We are indebted to our cleaning and maintenance staff for 
their constant diligence and hard work.
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1030807 For immediate release on Tuesday 7 August 2007 

NEW WEST END SYNAGOGUE BECOMES 
ONE OF TOP 3% OF LISTED BUILDINGS 

The spectacular New West End Synagogue has become only the second synagogue 
in the UK to be listed at Grade I, the highest possible grade of listing. Today (Tuesday 
7 th August), English Heritage celebrated the announcement that the DCMS had 
upgraded the synagogue, which now joins Bevis Marks, also in London, as being 
amongst the top 3% of the country’s most architecturally and historically important 
buildings. 

New evidence about the architect George Audsley and a broader understanding of 
the historic context of Jewish Buildings, provided by the Sharman Kadish and English 
Heritage book Jewish Heritage in England, has enabled the Government to 
reconsider the building and upgrade it to Grade I. 

Simon Thurley, Chief Executive of English Heritage, said: “This building is exceptional 
and easily meets the criteria for listing at Grade I. The New West End Synagogue is the 
architectural high watermark of AngloJewish architecture. 

“No expense was spared when this cathedral synagogue was built and it is filled with 
opulence  from the mosaic floor and dramatic stained glass rose window by Audsley, 
to the alabaster and marble walls with Hebrew texts in gilt lettering. The architect 
paid enormous attention to detail; no two capitals of the bimah are the same. “ 

Hannah Parham, Heritage Protection Adviser for English Heritage, said “The New West 
End Synagogue is one of the finest 19 th century synagogues in the country and has 
the added interest of representing the prosperity and prominence of AngloJewry in 
the West End of London. As Sharman Kadish said in Jewish Heritage in England, it 
demonstrated that the social elite of West End Jewry had arrived. 

“A lot of early 19 th century synagogues tried to follow the styles of their Christian 
counterparts but the New West End Synagogue celebrated the cultural heritage of 
the people it served.” 

The foundation stone of the synagogue was laid in 1877 by one of its principal patrons 
Leopold de Rothschild and its designer, George Audsley, also designed the 
magnificent Princes Road Synagogue in Liverpool.


